
 
 

Dear Holy People of God,  

 

 

Happy Easter to all. Today, we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. God is Rich in Mercy. That is 

what St John Paul II wrote in his very second encyclical as Pope. I wish to share with you 

excerpts from that very beautiful document and encourage us all to read it during this Holy 

Season of Easter. 

 

From The Encyclical Dives in Misericordia - Rich in Mercy, by John Paul II, November 30, 

1980:  

 

It is "God, who is rich in mercy" whom Jesus Christ has revealed to us as Father: it is His very 

Son who, in Himself, has manifested Him and made Him known to us. Memorable in this regard 

is the moment when Philip, one of the twelve Apostles, turned to Christ and said: "Lord, show us 

the Father, and we shall be satisfied"; and Jesus replied: "Have I been with you so long, and yet 

you do not know me...? He who has seen me has seen the Father." These words were spoken 

during the farewell discourse at the end of the paschal supper, which was followed by the events 

of those holy days during which confirmation was to be given once and for all of the fact that 
"God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 

dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ." (...)  

 

In Christ and through Christ, God also becomes especially visible in His mercy; that is to say, 

there is emphasized that attribute of the divinity which the Old Testament, using various 

concepts and terms, already defined as "mercy." Christ confers on the whole of the Old 

Testament tradition about God's mercy a definitive meaning. Not only does He speak of it and 

explain it by the use of comparisons and parables, but above all He Himself makes it incarnate 

and personifies it. He Himself, in a certain sense, is mercy. To the person who sees it in Him - 

and finds it in Him - God becomes "visible" in a particular way as the Father who is rich in 

mercy." 

 

The present-day mentality, more perhaps than that of people in the past, seems opposed to a God 

of mercy, and in fact tends to exclude from life and to remove from the human heart the very 

idea of mercy. The word and the concept of "mercy" seem to cause uneasiness in men and 

women, who, thanks to the enormous development of science and technology, never before 

known in history, have become the master of the earth and have subdued and dominated it. This 

dominion over the earth, sometimes understood in a one-sided and superficial way, seems to 

have no room for mercy. However, in this regard we can profitably refer to the picture of "man's 

situation in the world today" as described at the beginning of the Constitution Gaudium et spes. 

Here we read the following sentences: “In the light of the foregoing factors there appears the 

dichotomy of a world that is at once powerful and weak, capable of doing what is noble and what 

is base, disposed to freedom and slavery, progress and decline, brotherhood, sisterhood, and 

hatred. Men and women are growing conscious that the forces they have unleashed are in their 

own hands and that it is up to them to control them or be enslaved by them.”  



Especially through His lifestyle and through His actions, Jesus revealed that love is present in the 

world in which we live - an effective love, a love that addresses itself to man and embraces 

everything that makes up his humanity. This love makes itself particularly noticed in contact 

with suffering, injustice and poverty - in contact with the whole historical "human condition," 

which in various ways manifests man's limitation and frailty, both physical and moral. It is 

precisely the mode and sphere in which love manifests itself that in biblical language is called 

"mercy."  

Christ, then, reveals God who is Father, who is "love," as St. John will express it in his first 

letter; Christ reveals God as "rich in mercy," as we read in St. Paul. This truth is not just the 

subject of a teaching; it is a reality made present to us by Christ. Making the Father present as 

love and mercy is, in Christ's own consciousness, the fundamental touchstone of His mission as 

the Messiah; this is confirmed by the words that He uttered first in the synagogue at Nazareth 

and later in the presence of His disciples and of John the Baptist's messengers. 

(Full text available on www.vatican.va - Rich in Mercy, John Paul II). I wish everyone a happy 

Divine Mercy Sunday. (Fr. Maurice).  
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